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Response to Restriction Requirement: Applicant argues that the two groups set forth in 
the restriction requirement of January 13, 2006 are substantially related and present no search 
burden. However, the requirement established that the two inventions were independent and 
distinct, as being directed to process and apparatus for its practice. Two inventions were also 
established to reside in different classification search areas, thus establishing further burden of 
search. Accordingly, the restriction requirement is proper and is made final. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Schneider (U.S. 
Patent 6,338,082). 

Claim 1: Reference is made to FIG. 3A and its associated discussion at col. 12, line 57 
through col. 13, line 25. Step 306 in FIG. 3 A is the receipt of request to monitor a name by 
initiating a search in a "WHOIS" database. Initiating a search is an act of monitoring. 

Step (314) diagrammatically illustrates the search for the domain name in the WHOIS 
database and the determination as to the existence of the name (also see col. 12, lines 62-67). 

Step (318) illustrates the return to the requestor of a displayed record of a domain name 
when such domain name is identified in the WHOIS database system. 

Claim 2: URLs associated with domain names can be communicated via electronic mail 
(col. 5, line 38). 
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Claim 3: The monitored name is a domain name (FIG. 3 A, step 306). 

Claim 4: A "WHOIS" database is a registry of domain names, and a plurality of such 
registries exist throughout the world (col. 5, lines 15-24). 

Claim 5: Col. 5, lines 40-44 illustrate a domain name as a string of characters 
("example.com"). 

Claim 6: FIG. 3A, step 306 establishes that a search is performed for a domain name. 
Col. 5, lines 40-44 establish that a domain name is a string of characters ("example, com"). 
Accordingly, the search for the domain name involves a search for a string of characters. 

Claim 7: The search of the WHOIS database registries involves searching all entries for 
matches. Such a search would inherently involve relatively more recent entries and relatively 
older entries. 

Claim 8: FIG. 3A illustrates the generation of a notification message (display record). 
The display record is displayed to the user who initiated the request, thus the message is 
forwarded to the requestor. 

Claim 9: The WHOIS database inherently contains data on domain name registrant, 
contact information, and date of registration or update to registration. Examiner has provided a 
copy of a WHOIS search for "Washington College" as evidence to support this conclusion, 
although the search results are not being referred to as prior art, since examiner maintains that 
the claimed features are inherent, rather than obvious. 

Claim 10: FIG. 3 A, step (306) illustrates receiving a request from a requestor. The 
request can be made over the Internet using a TCP/IP application (col. 5, lines 5-15). 
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Claim 11: The displayed search results from the WHOIS database search (step 318) 
would constitute a warning message indicating that a domain name is in use by another party. 

Claim 12: The display of search results from the WHOIS search (step 318) is automated 
(done without manually searching through all the record). Accordingly, the action of sending a 
message (displayed results) is done automatically. * 

Claim 13: See remarks for claim 1. 

Claim 14: See remarks for claim 2. 

Claim 15: See remarks for claim 4. 

Claim 16: See remarks for claim 3. 

Claim 17: See remarks for claim 5. 

Claim 18: See remarks for claim 6. 

Claim 19: See remarks for claim 7. 

Claim 20: See remarks for claims 5-6. 

Claim 21: See remarks for claim 8. 

Claim 22: See remarks for claim 9. 

Claim 23: See remarks for claim 10. 

Claim 24: See remarks for claim 11. 

Claim 25: See remarks for claim 12. 

Claim 26: A WHOIS search informs a user of an activation of a domain name on the 
Internet, with such domain name correlating to a website. Accordingly, searching for the 
domain name has the effect of monitoring the activation of a website. 
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Claim 27: The presence of a domain name in the WHOIS system is indicative of the 
activation of a website using that domain name. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Sam Rimell at 
telephone number (571) 272-4084. / 
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Primary Examiner 
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